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208 Allen Hall, Mailbox H Main History office: (662) 325-3604
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EDUCATION

Ph.D., History, Kansas State University, 2002
M.A., History, Kansas State University, 1997
B.A., History and Political Science, University of Vermont, 1995

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

8/2023-pres: Frank and Virginia Williams Chair for Abraham Lincoln and Civil War Studies, Department of
History, Mississippi State University, specializing in the Lincoln Administration, the U.S.
Civil War Era, U.S. War and Society, and Nineteenth-century America

2014-2023: Professor of History, Department of History, The University of Southern Mississippi,
specializing in the U.S. Civil War Era, U.S. War and Society, the American South, and
Nineteenth-Century America

2015-2017: The Charles W. Moorman Distinguished Alumni Professor of the Humanities, College of Arts
and Letters, University of Southern Mississippi

2013-2015: The Blount Professor of Military History, Dale Center for the Study of War & Society,
Department of History, University of Southern Mississippi

2009-2014: Associate Professor of History, Department of History, The University of Southern
Mississippi, specializing in the U.S. Civil War Era, U.S. War and Society, the American South,
and Nineteenth-Century America.

2007-2009: Associate Professor of History, Department of History, Sam Houston State University,
specializing in U.S. History, with an emphasis on the American South, U.S. Civil War, U.S.
Military History, and Irish-American history.

2002-2007:  Assistant Professor of History, Department of History, Sam Houston State University. Taught
U.S. surveys, U.S. Civil War era (undergrad and graduate), historiography, the Military and
War in America, and Immigration and Ethnicity in American History.

2000-2002: Full-time Lecturer, U.S. History surveys for Department of History, Sam Houston State
University.

1996-2000:  Adjunct Instructor, Kansas State University, Dept. of History

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Books

Hood’s Texas Brigade: The Soldiers and Families of the Confederacy's Most Celebrated Unit. Louisiana
State University Press, Conflicting Worlds Series, Finalist, 2017 Army Historical Foundation
Distinguished Writing Awards

Don’t Hurry Me Down to Hades: Soldiers and Families in America’s Civil War. Osprey Publishing, 2013.

Editor and contributor, Civil War Citizens: Race, Ethnicity and Identity in America’s Bloodiest Conflict.
NYU Press, 2010.

The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-American Volunteers and the Union Army, 1861-1865. New York: NYU
Press, 2006.

Articles and Book Chapters
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co-authored with Lindsey R. Peterson, "Black Experiences Documented in Civil War & Reconstruction-era
Mississippi Governors’ Papers," Journal of Slavery and Data Preservation, August 2024.

co-authored with Ann Marsh Daly, "Before Juneteenth: A Firsthand Account of Freedom’s Earliest
Celebrations," The Atlantic, June 17, 2024.

"An American Civil War Master Narrative: Explaining Confederate Defeat." War & Society, 40th
Anniversary Special Issue 42, no. 1 (2023): 72-81.

"'Every Comfort, Freedom, and Liberty': A Case Study of Mississippi's Confederate Home." The Journal of
the Civil War Era 9, no. 1 (2019): 55-83.

Guest editor, “Reconsidering Civil War Veterans," Special issue of The Journal of the Civil War Era 9, no. 1
(2019)

““*We Can Keep All the Yankees Back That They Can Send’: Morale Among Hood’s Texas Brigade Soldiers
and Their Families, 1864-1865,” in Petersburg to Appomattox. The End of the War in Virginia, edited
by Caroline E. Janney. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2018.

"The Winter that Made the Texas Brigade" with Rick Eiserman, Civil War Times Illustrated, 50 (August
2011): 36-41.

“The Summer of Irish Rage: The Cause and Consequences of the New York City Draft Riots,” America’s
Civil War, 22 (March 2009): 24-31.

“The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-Americans and the Union War Effort, 1861-1865.” The Journal of Military
History 69 (April 2005): 331-359.

““How Cola’ from Camp Funston: American Indians and the Great War.” Kansas History 24 (Summer
2001): 84-97. With Bonnie Lynn-Sherow.

DIGITAL PROJECTS

Director, The Civil War & Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi Project (cwrgm.org), 2019-2023;
co-director 2023-present with Dr. Linsey Peterson

Director, The Center for Digital Humanities, University of Southern Mississippi, 2020-2023

Director, The Beauvoir Veteran Project (beauvoirveteranproject.org), 2014-2019

Director, The Mississippi Digital Courthouse Project, 2015-2018

AWARDS & GRANTS

National Endowment for the Humanities, Humanities Collections and Reference Resources grant awarded to
Civil War & Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi Digital Documentary Edition, PI Susannah J.
Ural, June 2020-May 2023; June 2023-May 2025.

PI & Co-PI, National Historical Publications and Records Commission, Publishing Historical Records in
Documentary Editions grant submitted for Civil War & Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi Digital
Documentary Edition, PI for funding period July 2020-June 2021; July 2021-June 2022; July 2022-June
2023; Co-PI from July 2023-June 2024; July 2024-2025.

"Mapping Freedom," National Science Foundation Research Experience for Undergraduates, co-PI with
USM Assoc. Prof. of Computer Science Beddhu Murali, awarded 2022; shifted from PI to consultant
with move to Mississippi State University in 2023.

Watson-Brown Foundation grant awarded to Civil War & Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi Digital
Documentary Edition, PI Susannah J. Ural, May 2020-April 2021.

"Excellence in History" Award, Mississippi Historical Society in recognition of The Civil War &
Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi project, March 2022.

Scholarly Research of the Year, College of Arts & Sciences, University of Southern Mississippi, 2020-2021.

The 2015-2017 Charles W. Moorman Distinguished Alumni Professor of the Humanities, University of
Southern Mississippi.

The 2013-2015 Buford "Buff" Blount Professorship in Military History, The Dale Center for the Study of
War & Society, University of Southern Mississippi

Award of Merit for Beauvoir Veteran Project, 2017, Mississippi Historical Society
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College of Arts & Letters Teacher of the Year, 2015-2016, University of Southern Mississippi.

The Edwin H. Simmons Award, 2015. Presented for long, distinguished or particularly outstanding service to
the Society for Military History.

Mississippi History Now Prize for Best Article of 2016, “Jefferson Davis Soldiers’ Home,” co-authored with
Lisa C. Foster, Mississippi Historical Society

Invited, NEH Digital Methods for Military History Workshop co-sponsored by the Society for Military
History, hosted at Northeastern University, October 10-11, 2014.

Awarded, April 2014, Faculty Service Award, College of Arts & Letters, The University of Southern
Mississippi

Awarded, April 2014 "Academic Partnership" Innovation Award, The University of Southern Mississippi

Recipient of a 2012 USM College of Arts & Letters Research Grant for “Haunted Hibernation: Confederate
Veterans and Their Communities in Postwar Texas, 1865-1877,” in support of work on Hood'’s Texas
Brigade: The Soldiers and Families of the Confederacy’s Most Celebrated Unit (LSU Press, 2017).

Recipient of the 2010 Texas State Historical Association Lawrence T. Jones III Research Fellowship in Civil
War Texas History, in support of my edited letter collection, This Murderous Storm: A Confederate
Family at War.

Awarded 2008 General and Mrs. Matthew B. Ridgway Research Grant to support work on my book on
Hood’s Texas Brigade (LSU Press)

Awarded 2006 Ottis Lock Research Grant to support work on my book on Hood'’s Texas Brigade.

Awarded 2001 Irish Research Fund Grant from the Irish American Cultural Institute in support of
dissertation research, writing, and publications efforts.

Archie K. Davis Fellow, The North Caroliniana Society in support of research on North Carolina's ethnic
units in the American Civil War, 2000.

Research Achievement in History Award, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Sam Houston State
University, 2006-2007.

Teaching Achievement in History Award, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Sam Houston State
University, 2005-2006.

Recipient of the Sam Houston State University Excellence in Teaching Award, 2004.

Bower Sageser Award for excellence in teaching, History Department, Kansas State University, 2000.

RECENT EDITORIAL BOARDS/ COMMITTEES/EXTERNAL ACADEMIC SERVICE

Member, Selection Committee, The Gilder Lehrman Military History Book Prize, 2025 - present
Member, Advisory Board, The Society of Civil War Historians, 2023 - present

Member, Advisory Board, The Lincoln Forum, 2023 - present

Tom Watson-Brown Book Prize Committee member, Society of Civil War Historians, 2023-2024
Chair, Nominating Committee, Society for Military History, 2021 — 2023

Editorial Board, War & Society, 2018 — present

Editorial Board, Civil War Times, 2017 — 2023

Board of Trustees, Society for Military History, 2019 — 2021

Chair, Editorial Board, The Journal of Military History, 2014 — 2019

Editorial Board, The Journal of the Civil War Era, 2017 — 2019

President, Mississippi Historical Society, 2017-2018

Vice President, Mississippi Historical Society, 2016-2017

Board Member, Mississippi Historical Society, 2013-2016

Program Committee, Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting, 2019

Book Prize Committee Member, 2019 Bobbie and John Nau Book Prize in American Civil War Era History
Book Prize Committee Member, 2016 Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize

Editorial board member, Civil War History, 2012 — 2015

Book Prize Committee Member, 2015 James A. Rawley Award, Southern Historical Association
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ACADEMIC CONFERENCE / WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS

Chaired Panel, "African American Military Service Beyond the United States Armed Forces," Society for
Military History Annual Meeting, Mobile, AL, March 2025.

Presenter, Roundtable, "Black US Soldiers, Union Widows, Impressed Laborers, and Military Policy during
the Civil War Era," Society for Military History Annual Meeting, Mobile, AL, March 2025.

Organizer and participant, Roundtable: "African American Soldiers in the Civil War and Reconstruction Era:
A Roundtable Discussion," Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting, October 2024.

Associate Director of the Society for Military History's Summer Seminar in Military History, July 2024,
Lexington, VA.

Moderator and Presenter, "Placing the Military History of the Civil War Era in a Broad Historical Context,"
Society of Civil War Historians Annual Meeting, June 2024.

Presenter, Roundtable Discussion: "Do They Work?: Free Digital Archives and Reaching Marginalized
Audiences” Organization of American Historians, New Orleans, LA, April 2024

Panelist, "Lincoln Learning: Abraham Lincoln and the Connection between African-American Military
Service and Black Male Suffrage," Society for Military History Annual Meeting, Washington, DC,
April 2024.

Presenter, Roundtable, " Roundtable: A Conversation About Armed Forces in the Aftermath of War,"
Society for Military History Annual Meeting, San Diego, California, April 2023

Presenter, Roundtable, " A Discussion of Civil War Unit Histories," Society of Civil War Historians Annual
Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 2022

Presenter, Roundtable, "19th Century U.S. Governors' Papers: Studying the Impact of Union Military Forces
on the Process of Emancipation," Society for Military History Annual Meeting, Fort Worth, Texas,
March 2022

Attendee, National Endowment for the Humanities funded Digital Methods for Military History workshop,
George Mason University, July 2021

Presenter, "Studying Occupation through Civil War Units," Society for Civil War Historians Annual
Meeting, Raleigh, NC, June 4-6, 2020. Canceled due to Covid-19; rescheduled on June 2022 Program

Presenter, Roundtable, "The Impact of Policy: Nineteenth-Century Governors' Papers & the Experience of
Civil War, Emancipation, and Occupation," Society for Military History Annual Meeting, Crystal City,
VA, April 29-May 2, 2020. Canceled due to Covid-19; rescheduled April 2022 program

Featured Speaker, "Hood’s Texas Brigade: Redefining Unit Histories" in "Hindsight and Insight" Program at
American Civil War Museum, Richmond, VA, February 22, 2020 (Available on CSPAN)

Graduate, Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents, Association of Documentary Editing, Princeton
University, June 16-20, 2019.

Featured Speaker, "Mississippi & the Care of Confederate Veterans," National Civil War Museum, June 8§,
2019 (Available on CSPAN)

Accepted Presenter, "Beauvoir — New Lessons for Civil War Veteran Studies," Society for Military History
Annual Meeting, Columbus, Ohio, May 2019

“Hood’s Boys: A Study of John Bell Hood’s Texas Brigade, the Confederacy’s Most Celebrated Unit,”
Gettysburg Civil War Institute, June 2018 (Available on CSPAN)

Battlefield tour focused on Hood’s Texas Brigade at Gettysburg for the Gettysburg Civil War Institute, June
2018

Presented, "The Texas Brigade: A Digital History of a Civil War Unit," The Society for Military History
Annual Meeting, Jacksonville, Florida, April 2017.

Presented, "The Beauvoir Veteran Project: A Case Study of Confederate Veterans, Wives, and Widows at
the Jefferson Davis Soldier Home," The Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting, St.
Petersburg, Florida, November 2016.
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Led battlefield tour, “Hood's Texas Brigade at the Battle of Gettysburg,” at the Gettysburg Civil War
Institute, June 2016.

Presented “Lee’s Grenadier Guard or a ‘Little Body of Malcontents’? Desertion and Resupply in John Bell
Hood’s Texas Brigade, 1864-1865," Annual meeting of the Society for Military, April 9-12, 2015,
Montgomery, Alabama.

Presented "The Beauvoir Veteran Project," Luncheon Address, Mississippi Historical Society annual
meeting, Corinth, Mississippi, March 5-7, 2015.

Invited speaker for talks on "The Texas Brigade at the Battle of the Wilderness," "Don't Hurry Me Down to
Hades: Soldiers and Families in America's Civil War," and "Reading the Documents," at 2015
Gettysburg Civil War Institute, June 20 - 24, 2015. Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

"Teaching the New Military History: A Roundtable Discussion," panel organizer and moderator, Society of
Civil War Historian Biennial Meeting, June 12-14, 2014, Baltimore, Maryland.

"Waging Peace: Reflections on the Past and Future Scholarship on Reconstruction," roundtable organizer as
member of program committee, Society of Civil War Historian Biennial Meeting, June 12-14, 2014,
Baltimore, Maryland. (Sponsored by the Society for Military History)

Invited speaker, "Hood's Texans in 1864" and "Soldiers and Families in 1864" at Gettysburg Civil War
Institute, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA, June 20-24, 2014

Commenter, "Violence and the American Civil War," the Society of Civil War Historians Presidential Panel
at the Society for Military History annual meeting, April 3-6, 2014, Kansas City, Missouri

Invited speaker, "Hood's Texans in 1864," Pamplin Military Park, Petersburg, Virginia, October 18-20, 2013.
Televised on C-SPAN3 http://www.c-span.org/video/?315663-1/hoods-texas-brigade-1863

Invited speaker, “"A Shroud Over us All: The Irish Brigade and Fredericksburg" at Years of Anguish:
Fredericksburg — 4" Annual Lecture Series recognizing The Civil War 150" anniversary in
Fredericksburg, Stafford, and Spotsylvania, Virginia. Hosted by the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania
National Military Park, Fredericksburg, Virginia, November 2012. Televised on C-SPAN 3:
http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/IrishB

Panel chair, “The Irish in the Antebellum South: Politics, Labor, and Segregation, 1850-1860,” The Annual
Meeting of the Southern Historical Association, Mobile, Alabama, November 2012.

Invited speaker, ““To Break Any Line of Battle on Earth:” Understanding Hood's Texans at Gaines’s Mill,
18" Seminar: George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War, Shepherd University, June
2012.

Historian-guided battlefield tour with Rick Eiserman, (U.S. Army, ret.), “125™ Anniversary Tour: Hood’s
Texans on the Peninsula and at the Battle of Gaines’s Mill,” Gaines’s Mill, Virginia, June 2012

Historian-guided battlefield tour with Jeffery S. Prushankin, Millersville University, “Hood’s Texans at
Gettysburg,” Civil War Institute, Gettysburg College, June 2012

Invited Panelist, “Reflections on Mark Grimsley’s The Hard Hand of War,” Civil War Institute, Gettysburg
College, June 2012. Televised on C-SPAN3: http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/MarkG

Invited speaker, “The Rise and Fall of Hood’s Texans: From Gaines’s Mill to Antietam,” Civil War Institute,
Gettysburg College, June 2012.

Panel chair, “Black, White and Green on Trial: Race and Ethnicity in the Union Military Justice System” the
Biannual Meeting of the Society of Civil War Historians, Lexington, Kentucky, June 2012.

Presenter, “‘Broke in Every Sense of the Word’: Texas Brigade Veterans' Adapt to Defeat, Peace, and the
Turmoil in Post-Civil War Texas,” The Annual Meeting of the Society for Military History, May 2012,
Arlington, Virginia.

Invited speaker, “The Battle of Ball’s Bluff and the Committee on the Conduct of the War,” Civil War
Institute, Gettysburg College, June 2011. Available C-Span: http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/Bluff

Invited panelist, “Reflections on Gary Gallagher’s E. Porter Alexander,” Civil War Institute, Gettysburg
College, June 2011. Panel participants: Gary Gallagher (University of Virginia), Joseph T. Glatthaar
(University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill), A. Wilson Greene (Executive Director of Pamplin
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Historical Park, VA), Susannah J. Ural (The University of Southern Mississippi). Panel Moderator:
Peter Carmichael (Gettysburg College) Televised on C-SPAN3: http://www.c-
spanvideo.org/program/Confederacy

Invited presenter, “Hood’s Brigade, Southern Citizenship, and Civil War Memory,” on the panel “New
Directions in Civil War Memory,” at The St. George Tucker Society Annual Meeting, Augusta,
Georgia, July 29-August 1, 2010.

Roundtable Participant, “New Perspectives in Civil War Ethnic History: A Roundtable Discussion” Society
of Civil War Historians Biennial Conference, 17-19 June 2010, Richmond, Virginia.

Presenter, “The Texas Brigade and the Lost Cause” on the panel “The Southern Way of War: The Lost
Cause and the Southern Military Tradition” at the Society for Military History Annual Meeting,
Lexington, Virginia, May 20-23, 2010.

Invited Speaker, “Hood’s Texans in Blood and Memory,” April 3, 2010, J.C.C. Sanders Lecture Series, The
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.

Invited speaker, “The Harp and the Eagle: Irish-American Volunteers and the Union Army, 1861-1865,”
Perspectives Lecture Series, The U.S. Army Historical Education Center, The U.S. Army War College,
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, March 17, 2010. Online at:
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/AHEC/mediagallery/videogallery.cfm?id=32

Interviewed/Historical consultant for “Fag an Bealach - The Story of the Irish Brigade,” Tile Films, Ltd.
Dublin, Ireland. http://tilefilms.ie/productions/fag-bealach/

Chair, Roundtable discussion of Bell I. Wiley’s The Life of Johnny Reb with presentations by Chandra
Manning, Kenneth Noe, and Earl Hess. Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting, November
2009, Louisville, KY.

Invited speaker, ““Remember Your Country and Keep Up Its Credit: Irish Volunteers & the Union Army,
1861-1865" for The Civil War Seminar on Race & Ethnicity in the American Civil War hosted by The
George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War, Shepherd University, June 25-28, 2009.

Chair and commentator, “Becoming American: Urban Struggles for American Citizenship in the Early
Republic,” Urban History Association Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas Nov. 6, 2008.

Chair and commentator, “Influence of Military Operations on Politics & Policy in the Trans-Mississippi,”
Society of Civil War Historians Biennial Conference, Philadelphia, PA, June 2008.

Lecture Presentation on the historiography and pedagogy of the American Civil War to U.S.M.A., West
Point Summer Fellows, June 6, 2007.

Presentation “War in Ink and Blood: Exploring the Motivations of Irish Catholic Volunteers in the Union
Army, 1861-1865 through Their Letters” at the German Historical Institute’s Conference on “The Uses
of Immigrant Letters,” May 18-19, 2007, Washington, D.C.

Chair, “New Wine in Old Bottles: Gender and the Civil War,” at the Society for Military History
Conference, April 2007, Frederick, Maryland.

Paper presentation, “‘Our Trust in the God of Battles and Our Own Right Army:” Hood’s Texans and
Confederate Nationalism,” at the Society for Military History Conference, April 2007, Frederick,
Maryland.

Presentation, “Hood’s Texans: From Recruitment through Gettysburg” at the 34th Annual Texas Heritage
Museum, Hill College Symposium: “Hood’s Texas Brigade” Hillsboro, Texas, March 31, 2007

“Secession, Civil War, and Defeat” panel chair and commentator, Texas State Historical Association Annual
Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, March 8-10, 2007

“European Diplomacy and the Confederate States of America,” panel commentator, Southern Historical
Association Conference, Birmingham, AL, November 2006.

“After the Guns Fell Silent: Union and Unionist Veterans' Experiences and their Place in Civil War History,”
panel chair, Society for Military History Conference, Manhattan, KS, May 2006.

“‘Doing the Only Honorable Thing’: Motivation for Service in Hood’s Texas Brigade,” presented at the
Texas State Historical Association Conference, Fort Worth, TX, March 2005
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“Citizen-Soldiers and the Military Professional in Gilded Age America,” panel chair, Society for Military
History Conference, Charleston, SC, February 2005.

“Lessons Learned: Experiences and Advice for New Ph.D.s in Military History,” special round table
discussion for Society for Military History Conference, Bethesda, MD, May 20-23, 2004. Organizer and
presenter.

“The Lessons of War: St. Clair Mulholland and the 116th Pennsylvania,” presented at the Society for
Military History Conference, Bethesda, MD, May 20-23, 2004.

RECENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & DEVELOPMENT

Assoc. Dir., Society for Military History Summer Seminar (July 2024), 2023-2024

Director, USM Center for Digital Humanities, 2021-2023; directed efforts to build USM CDH, 2019-2021.

Creator and Director, The Civil War Governors of Mississippi Project, 2018 — present (in partnership with
the Mississippi Department of Archives and History and the Mississippi Digital Library; became co-
director with Dr. Lindsey Peterson in 2023)

Creator and Director, The Mississippi Digital Courthouse Project, 2015 to 2018

Creator and Director, The Beauvoir Veteran Project, 2014 -2019

Chair, Planning for the 2017 Lt. Col. John H. Dale Sr. Distinguished Lecture in International Security and
Global Policy featuring former CIA Director General David Petraeus, August 2015 — September 2017,
hosted by the Dale Center for the Study of War & Society

Chair, Planning for the 2014 Lt. Col. John H. Dale Sr. Distinguished Lecture in International Security and
Global Policy featuring former Secretary of Defense Dr. Robert Gates, July 2013- February 2014, the
Dale Center for the Study of War & Society

Co-Director, Dale Center for the Study of War & Society, 2012-2021

Co-Director, Center for the Study of the Gulf South, 2012-2013

Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of History, University of Southern Mississippi, 2010-2016.

Co-Chair with Dr. Kyle F. Zelner for planning the Society for Military History Annual Meeting in New
Orleans, Louisiana, March 2013.

Faculty member in the “Teaching American History” Workshop for area K-12 history teachers hosted by the
SHSU Department of History July 2005-2008.

Fellow, The United States Military Academy at West Point, Summer Seminar in Military History, June 3-24,
2002. See: http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/web03/summer seminar site/summer
pages/fellowship.htm

Assistant Director, H-Net. Trained new list editors, 1999-2000. H-Net is the world's largest scholarly
organization devoted to computing and networking in the Humanities and Social Sciences:
http://www.h-net.msu.edu

Coeditor of H-War, 1998-1999. H-War is an internet scholarly discussion list affiliated with H-Net:
Humanities and Social Sciences Online: http://www.h-net.msu.edu

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Association for Documentary Editing Society of Civil War Historians
Mississippi Historical Association Southern Historical Association
Society for Military History Lincoln Forum
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